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Education Bureau



Agenda

Background

Application procedures

Conditions for listing and

completion of application form
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Background

Policy Address 2025

 Formulation of the Code of Practice for Private Schools

(the Code)

 Released in January 2026

 Publication of the Private School List (the List)

 EDBCM No. 55/2026 “Private School List” issued in

mid-April 2026
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Background (2)
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EDBCM No. 55/2026



Background (3)

The List

aims to facilitate parents in making school choices;

establishes standards for the private school sector to

collectively enhance overall quality; and

operates as a voluntary system.

Applicable to Private Secondary and Primary

Schools Offering Formal Curriculum (including

International Schools)
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Application Procedures
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Application Procedures

For inclusion in the first batch, application should be

submitted on or before 18 May 2026.

7

Listing
EDB’s 

approval

Advisory 
Committee 
on Private 
School’s 

vetting and 
recommenda

tion

Schools’ 
submission



Application Procedures (2)

Applications are accepted all year round.

Interested schools must submit the completed

"Application Form for Joining the Private School

List“ (Annex 2 of EDBCM No. 55/2026)

Submissions require the supervisor's signature, the

school chop, and necessary supporting documents.

Sent by post, email or in person
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Application Procedures (3)

Electronic Application Form
9

Fillable PDF version :

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/private-sch-formal-

curriculum

https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/private-sch-formal-curriculum
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/private-sch-formal-curriculum


How Long Will the Application 

Processing Take?

 First Batch Inclusion

Deadline: Submit the completed application on or before
18 May 2026

Recommendation: Submit as soon as possible to ensure
processing in this priority batch.

Subsequent Batches

Applications submitted after 18 May 2026 will be
processed in later batches.

Processing times for these later batches may take longer.
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Conditions for Listing
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Conditions for Listing

 “Conditions for Listing in the Private School List” 

(Annex 1 of EDBCM No. 55/2026).

 3 key areas:
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Conditions for Listing

A. Compliance

A1 School registration

 Normal operation for more than two school years after

obtaining full registration (i.e. with enrolment, school

calendar and class timetable)

 Note: Only registered schools would be listed.
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Conditions for Listing

A. Compliance (2)

A2. Manager registration and approval for supervisor

All school managers registered

School supervisor approved by the EDB

No substantial change in School Management Committee

composition in the past two years
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What is meant by “substantial

change” in SMC composition?

 Definition of "Substantial Change":

• any change that may impact the continuity of school decision-

making or the stability of governance

• Key Factors for Assessment:

• Proportion of changes within the SMC membership

• Frequency of changes regarding the school supervisor position

• Nature of the changes occurring within the committee

• Actual impact of these changes on the day-to-day operation of the

school
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Normal transitions, such as the retirement of school managers or

regular rotations conducted in accordance with the school's constitution,

are generally NOT considered "substantial changes."



Conditions for Listing

A. Compliance (3)

A3. Code of Practice

Compliance with the Code of Practice for Private Schools.
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Conditions for Listing

A3. Compliance (4)
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What are the impact of Advisory

or Warning Letters?

Key Considerations for Listing:

Declaration Requirement: Applicant schools must
provide information regarding any advisory or warning
letters received from the EDB over the past two school
years. (Part II, A3(i))

Rectification Status: It is crucial to indicate whether the
situation mentioned in the letter has been fully rectified.
(Part II, A3(i), (ii))

Vetting Process: The EDB will assess such cases on a
case-by-case basis to determine if the school fulfills the
conditions for joining the List.
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – School Premises

B1. The school premises are located on:

Self-owned property by the school sponsoring
body/ operator; or

Leased land from the Government (renewable); or

Leased property

Lease Duration: at least a 12-month contract valid until
the end of school year in the following calendar year,

Financial Commitment: declaration on the school’s ability
to pay rent in the said period.
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – School Premises (2)
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – School Premises (3)

Expiring Contracts: 

If a lease expires in less than 12 months or ends before 

the conclusion of the school year, documentary proof of 

the right to continue using the property (e.g., renewal 

agreement) is required.

Other Land Instruments:

Applications involving unique land arrangements will be

assessed on a case-by-case basis.
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Can we join if our private lease 

contract expires in June 2026?

 The Principle: No Education Disruption 

 Ensuring students do not lose their schooling or face forced transfers

mid-year.

 General Requirement:

 Schools on leased property must generally have a contract with at

least 12-month validity that lasts until the conclusion of the school

year in the following calendar year (e.g., 31 August 2027 for June 2026

applications).

 If your contract is short:

1. Provide documentary proof of the right to continue using the 

property for the required period (e.g., a renewal agreement).

2. Declare the ability to cover rental costs for the entire duration.
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – Enrolment

B2. Enrolment requirement:

Sustainable primary/ secondary curriculum; and

Satisfactory total number of enrolled students across
all forms at the primary or secondary level
respectively.

(Class level(s) newly established within 1 year would
be exempted.)
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – Enrolment (2)
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Student enrolment figures as at the recent 30

September should be provided by level.



Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – Enrolment (3)
25

For schools having zero enrolments in some levels

or enrolment less than 100, justifications are

required.

P1-P6; S1-S6 

(local curriculum)



Can a school with enrolment

below 100 join the List?

 A satisfactory student enrolment is crucial for the financial
stability and learning and teaching quality of the school.

 No Rigid Indicator

 Holistic Consideration: School's specific context will be
evaluated:

 School mission and vision;

 Learning and teaching strategies; and

 The capacity of the school premises, etc.

 Required Justification on how schools with enrolment less
than 100 should specify how their current enrolment level:

 Benefits student learning and social development.

 Supports the sustainable development of the school.
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Can a school join the List if enrolment

is zero at certain levels?

The Core Principle: Continuous Education

While continuous enrolment is preferred, schools with
zero enrolment at specific levels are not automatically
disqualified.

Justification Required for Holistic Assessment, e.g.

Pedagogical Strategy: alignment with the school’s mission or
current teaching model

Future Planning: school’s concrete plans to resume or establish
enrolment at these levels

Sustainability: school’s overall capacity to offer a full primary or
secondary curriculum

Note: Newly established class levels (within one year)
are exempt from these requirements.
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Conditions for Listing

B. School Governance – Management

B3. Effective management and operation according

to the Education Ordinance, Education Regulations,

Code of Practice for Private Schools and other

applicable guidelines.
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Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests – Financial Situation

C1. Declaration of financial situation over the past

two financial years:

No modified opinions arising from auditor’s reports; and

No negative net worth (Total Assets minus total liabilities)
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Can a school receiving modified opinions or

having negative net worth apply for joining

the List?

Modified opinions:

Prove that it is not related to the financial position to schools

(e.g. copies of the auditor’s opinion, certification of auditors); or

Provide Timeframe/plan of rectification

Negative net worth:

Written undertaking from the school sponsoring body/operator

on guarantee to provide on-going financial support so as to

enable the school to meet its liabilities as and when they fall due

and to enable the school to continue operations
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Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests – Financial Situation (2)31



Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests –

Transparency on school operation

C2. Transparency on School Operation

Description/proof to demonstrate the willingness and

readiness to make known to its key stakeholders the

operations of the school; or

Commitment to enhancing transparency by

submitting a timeline to achieve the above.
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Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests –

Transparency on school operation (2)

School-based policies are accessible to key

stakeholders;

Procedures for crisis management and staff

administration policies are promulgated among staff;

Stakeholders can participate in formulating school-

based policies.
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Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests –

Transparency on school operation (3)
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Conditions for Listing
C. Safeguarding Key Stakeholders’ Interests –

Transparency on school operation (4)
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Other Information (optional)

Efforts and achievements of the school in terms of

management and organisation, learning and

teaching, etc.

Support of EDB policies (e.g. promoting students’

mental health, and digital education)
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Declaration of the School
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Update and Cancellation of the Status

of the Listed School(s)

Inform the EDB in writing within 30 days further to

any change in the matters provided or declared in

the application.

The EDB may cancel the listed school status for non-

compliance.

The EDB may request the latest information or proof

from the listed school(s) to confirm if they continue to

fulfill the conditions for.
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Information on Thematic Webpage

 The EDB will upload the school information of the approved

schools for joining the List, e.g.:

 the school name,

 address,

 curricula provided,

 school fees.
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Early submission is encouraged

Intending schools for inclusion in the first batch on

the List shall submit the application on or before 18

May 2026.
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Thank you
41


